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for many years his bitter enemy, she at last recognised his loyalty and ability and assured him of her friendship. StrafFord saw clearly enough how little protection such promises would afford, yet he did not hesitate and, on November 5,1640, two days after the opening of Parliament, he wrote from his country house to George Radcliffe : " I am to-morrow to London, with more dangers beset, I believe, than ever any man went with out of Yorkshire. Yet my heart is good and I find nothing cold within me. It is not to be believed how great the malice is and how intent they are about it; little less care there is taken to ruin me than to save their own souls. . . ."
The majority of Englishmen and Scotchmen looked upon these tasks as synonymous, but they hoped by Stafford's ruin to save their bodies as well as their souls.